
travel: reimagi
River Art Gallery

- 20 lune 2010

Time n ing #
Tweed
7 tt(ay

t



Time traxel, reimagining the past

Worid history and our relatively short Anglo-Australian past offers a wealth of material for artists
to explore - but why do artists so often look to another era for inspiration? Is it an examination
or interrogation ofpersonal or cultural identity? Is it reverie for the vast richness offered by the
history of aesthetics? Are they asking us to remember, and by default, not to forget? Does
a particular story or event inspire them because it is still relevant to the plesent? Well known
figures or events, identifiable styles of dress or presentation, iconic artworks or narratives,
colonialism and immigration, and the vulnerable world of natural history ol'fer a rich mine
of material to draw h'om.

Over time the full context or detailed reality of an event, place or person fades. When the central
and peripheral facts are distilled by time, we are often left with an imagined or popular truth

an abstract that could be taken as definitive. Is it possible that a reference to the past acts as

shorthand, offering a swift route to serve an artist's contemporary message?

In an effort to answer some of these questions Timetrat;el' reimaginingthepost brings together work
by some of Australia's most intriguing contemporary artists. N4any of the selected works may at

first appear familiar, recognisable to us from history lessons or even glossy coffee table books.
However, in many instances what may appear to be an innocent or humorous representation
of a by-gone era, is actually a highly charged work imbued with political comment and attitude

Many artists have cleverly recontextualised contemporary themes in historical settings, creating
works of dramatic visual tension. Often making strong references to our perceived connections
to history, they have challenged conventional representations of our sense of place, nationhood
and cultural identity.

These works ask the viewer to question the familiar and discover alternative perspectives.
Travelling through time armed with impressive skills, these artists rewrite and reimagine their
personal and our shared histories.

Susi Muddiman and Gail McDermott, April 2oro
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Exhibitir:g Artists

Julie Bartholomew

Gordon Bennett

Penay Byrne

Samantha Everton

Alne Ferran

Rew Hanks

Neil Jenkins

JoaathanJoaes

Lindy Lee

Keith boby

Fiona Lowry

Alasdair Macintfte

Dean Manning

Danie Mellor

\R Monison

Kate O'Brien

Ben Quilty

Mel Robrcu

!'alerie Sparls

Robyn Stacey

-{.rlene TirtaQueen

Christine Willcocls

-A.me Zahalla

Trccd f.irrAn Gallery is assisted by the NSIM Government throughArts NSW
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(l,r'er ima".,,
rlnne Zahalka
?1r Gerillenrr; tg!y1L

ilfachlome phoioeraph
g6.c x 7:i.ccn
CourLesl ol the artist and Roslln Ox1e1'9 Callery,

S'1'dney and ARC ONll Gailerv. Mell:.:urne

Inside lold:
Danie Mellot
.\eu lt'or/c/,.\'ru Order '2cCQ

mireci rnedia on paper

139.5 r lOo.Ocm
Private Collection

lnside. clockwise fi'om top left,
Penry Byrle
Cif ;ro,Br9,\oulcr irr. C/r-'r ng llou,r Solc. All,.ir:rlr musl ro i 2 o o g

vintage porcrlair -[igurines, uetal chain,

r. ^,lch,!r: ',..,i,u.r. ;,o",1, r ;.r- n,. nt

aid epo.{\-resi11

12?.oi57"aaIo.ocr!
l)rivate Coilection

Julie Rartholomev
pi|di)rcdu !Co8
polceiain
iife size

Coirrie!! o:l the ;rrtist

Kate 0'Brien
Queene Bdh zot>7
tligit:il plint
6r.c x 76.ocm
llotlresl r:1' lhe altist

!-I{ Morrison
it-rnrA rtrlurrirrir llQC)
rrii on Beigiau 11nr:n

73.o r l{;8.o'm
lrivate f..loliection

Arlene lextaQueen
'"Ihe'l,ue fliston cj tie (LlL Orng" (Sriote)"

liirlr R,rru , roLlB
Ielt'rip pens oil locill, r:ottor Stotehenpe paper
j27.O:{ 97.Ocrn
Privare Colleclion
image courrer], of thc altist antl (lallervsrlith,

NlelL o u rr.:

Rew I:Ianks
i.!Onlr I Hqti A Hcurl zooz
hanrl roloulerl linocut
l OC.0 r )r5. OcIr

Courresy of'the artist
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